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‘smiling in the midst of them, and fies, fall ; pros- 
trate in the sudden hush of worship, we cannot . 
ce that. Africa’ s version of the Resurrection is aoe 
ie a true one." — Wee Bt" pe ay pr sage: 


Rites ee Se . 


aoe “THE CONCEIT OF A WOODPECKER, 


In sicueica) Aitecatirs, somewhere, there is. a 
igre toa si oidioae which attacked a dead 


resunbly ‘man eck not. want ie 
oe is ae conceivable, how- 


own lestruct ion but the ante: ‘reckdient. OPS an ever outs 
fuller life. ‘The choice, on a wor ‘Id scale, , seems 
to. be between the evil that man can and may do and 

r the es: that God wants to per fect for us all. 
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DON'T MENTI ON IT 


Norwegian Bis hoot Berggrav, according to a re- 
port of the Nat ional Lutheran Council, has recently | 
questioned the value of "visiting and celebrating 
sad they ee ae Be paises in religious services with a church | 
1 ook the part Ore. like the Orthodox Church in Russia." The danger 


et lies in "keeping quiet about all unpleasant | png 


one who saw 
: and "of denying the responsibilities towards one's 


¢ eon neighbor" and "in letting the church people in the 
ne oe Pe s ; broken- _ Soviet Union get the impression that the Orthodox 
ler C Church’s compromise with the totalitarian and God - 
~ hostile regime is being passed over in silence." 
"We are not allowed, out of Christian benevolence, 
_ to leave truth in the lurch," says Bishop Berggrav. 
"Without truth, the benevolence may easily become 
a sentimental bog of unreality." Some do not fully 


cia with Bishop Berggrav, but he is not a person 
whose judgments are lightly pushed aside. 


HOW UNCLE SAM SPENDS HIS MONEY 


Memo, from the Washington office of the 
National Council of Churches, tells how Uncle Sam 
expects to spend his dollars for the year which be- 
gan July 1, 1956. The total involved is 
$59, 755,821,000. Of this 69.79% is for military 
security and 8.12% for past wars, a total of 77.91%. 
Foreign aid is to get 1.33%; other foreign rela- 
tions, .59%; social welfare at home (social secu- 
rity, health, education, child-welfare, housing, 
etc.), 4.22%; general government expense, 2.46%; 
and other items such as agriculture, natural re- 
sources, transportation and communications, com- 
merce, industry and labor, and law enforcement get 
the balance of 13.50%. Are not these figures 
rather a sorry commentary on the human predicament? 
Not much room is left for man’s pride when almost 
78% of our budget must be used for wars past, pre- 
sent and future. 


EGYPT 


The luminous thing in the Egyptian situat ion 
is the revelation of a world conscience sensitized 
- and focalized in the United Nations. Not Chris- 
tians only but people of almost al] lands have 
found a voice to speak and a will to act against 
what England and France and Israel did because it~ 
had all the appearance of aggressive action, no 
longer to be tolerated in this new day. The whole 
story of provocations, of sinister threats, of need 
for preventive action, of deep concern for the 
peace and welfare of the whole world is yet to be 
told. But the significant thing is that even the 
suspicion of selfish, impatient, ill-advised ag- 
gression on the part of any nation or group of na- 
tions brings down an immediate judgment on their 
heads. Can it be that beyond our knowing an inter- 
national ethic or ethos is beginning to appear; _ 
yea, more that the whole world is more ready to 
sit in Christian judgment on the affairs of men 
and nations than we have hitherto suspected? 


HUNGARY 


The luminous thing in what happened in Novem- 
ber and is still taking place in Hungary is that 
the human spirit does not readily succumb to 
tyranny and no cost is too great to pay for free- 
dom. The unspeakably tragic thing is that even at 
the cost of life itself freedom was not achieved. 
But even here we can remember that eventually the 
human spirit - the Divine spirit in humam beings - 
is greater than armed might. "The body they may 
kill," but the fabric of the human soul is inde- 
structible, and the last word always is not with 
wicked men but with a loving God. 


_ people everywhere. 


_ of August 1956. 


CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 


"Church World Service" is a phrase in use a 
the National Council of the Churches in the U. S.A A 
to designate its continuing program of relief and 
service to refugees. It can, however, cover that 
even wider effort of the World Council of Churches 
and of many other Protestant agencies to render i 
Christ’s name a ministry of mercy to distressed — 
How thankful Christians shoule 
be that, in crises such as we face in Hungary and 
in Egypt as well as in areas of need too abiding 
to be called emergencies, we have channels througl 
which practical sympathy can flow. Man‘’s anguishe 
prayer, "Lord, take away pain from the world thou 
hast made," has not been answered, but, because | we 
are members of the Body of Christ, we can bring 
relief to those who suffer and can even help some 
make a completely new beginning in a gist ou , 
wor ld. 


THE CHURCH'S LITERACY PROGRAM ai 

All who know Dr. Frank Laubach honor him for 

the pioneering work he has done in teaching the | 
world’s illiterates to read. Some assume, how- — 
ever, that, because Dr. Laubach is no longer con 
nected with the National Council's Division of 
Foreign Missions’ Committee on World Literacy ond 
Christian Literature, the Protestant Churches no 
longer have a literacy program. They do. A good 
illustration of this is the fact that a team of ; 
experts under thé:Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature worked in the African terri- 
tory of Tanganyika from early June until the end 
Missionaries, African church 
leaders, and government officials joined with the 
team in language analysis, the preparation or com- 
pletion of primers in eight vernacular pase 
the preparation of simple reading material, and 
the training of leaders for the extension of the 
work. A similar program was carried through in| 
Kenya and Egypt. Significant things are being 
done in this important realm in fifty different — 
countries by World Literacy and Christian Litera- 
ture under the executive leadership of Dr. Flore 
Shacklock. - - 
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WHY DO THEY DO IT? 


Some thirty Christian oe ae voluntee 


workers built a medical clinic 24x36 feet ina 
Moslem village in Mid-Java this summer. These 

young people came together under World Council of 
Churches auspices from Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Australia, New Zealand, France, and the United 

States. They worked long hours at the kind of man 
ual labor necessary to prepare the rocky ground © 
foundations and to erect a substantial building. 


addit ion they Found time for Rani: Bible 

; dy, Bible teaching in the village, church visi- 
tion, and play with the children. Why did they 
it? Why did they take the whole month of July 
r this non-remunerative toil? Why were they 
ing to live for that period under primitive 
onditions - woven straw mats over bamboo for beds, 
imple food (chiefly rice), drinking-water from a 
_bath-water only in the river one mile away? 
ti es are never single, simple, uncomplex. They 
> always mixed, compounded of altruism and self- 
pre The spirit of youth, the desire for a new 
pe srience, fun and fellowship - all entered in. 

at underneath all was the love of Christ over-— 

g in love for others and the desire to serve 
thers aS Christ’s name and help them to know Him 
md His. love. This sort of thing and the joy of it 
ne aaa can foes give nor take away, and sel- 


it 
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EVERYONE, BOTH JEW AND GREEK 
2 air 

_ The saa annual meeting of the 
“M,C 3 Committee on the Christian Approach to 

he > Jews met in Graninge, Stockholm, Sweden, 
jugust ‘13- 18, 1956. This committee, working with 
nd through the churches and sometimes on its own, 
roceeds on the- -assumption, basic to the New 
estament faith, that, if the gospel is "the very 
wer of God working for the salvation of everyone 
ho believes. it," it is for the Jewish people, too, 
md should be co leined to. them. No amount of 

: aia the part of the churches or no degree of 
var neue ess of the problems involved in making a 


am over-ride he Tee of the faith and conclude 
hat no approach at all should be made. All hail 


to eae and nas GES Eee for not let- 


. “CONFERENCES AND CONSULTATIONS 
ey 
| ee year 1957 will encompass more than the 


sual number of oer of an ecumenical char- 


cod use of regional initiative and respon- 
This 
sue was | recent ly brought into focus by the organ- 
on and work of the Asia oe on Ecumenical 


to 27, a group of some 25 Christian leaders from 
the Caribbean area, with some 15 consultants from 
the outside, will convene under I.M.C. auspices 
to explore possibilities of a more effective and a 
more cooperative Protestant effort in this strate- 
gic island area. In New Haven, from July 30 to 
August 7, the Central Committee of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches will hold its annual meeting. Be- 
fore and following this meeting, many related com- 
mittees will meet in order to take advantage of 
the presence in the United States of Christian 
leaders from other lands. In Tokyo, Japan, from 
August 6 to 13, The World Council of Christian 
Education and Sunday School Association will bring 
together some 3,000 delegates from all parts of 
the world in its Fourteenth World Convention on 
Christian Education. In Qerlin, Ohio, from Sep- 
tember 3 to 10, the United States Conference of 
Member Churches of the World Council of Churches 
will stage a meeting to consider "The Nature of 
the Unity We Seek." If careful preparation and a 
worthy theme can ensure a great conference, this 
one in Oberlin should be highly significant. Near 
Accra, on The Gold Coast of West Africa, The | 
Assembly of the International Missionary Council 
will convene from December 28, 1957 to January 8, 
1958. This meeting bids fare to take its place in 
importance for the world mission of the Church 
alongside the historic Jerusalem, Madras, Whitby, © 
and Willingen meetings of the I.M.C. 


ANTI-PROTESTANTISM IN COLUMBIA 


The arrest and persecution of non-Roman 
Catholic missionaries in Columbia continues. The 
Evangelical Confederation of Columbia recently an- 
nounced the release of two single women-mission- 
aries arrested last July. The charges against them 


_of possessing Communist propaganda literature were 


dropped. This is only one instance of a long 


- series of incidents in which government police, . 


acting often at the instigation of Roman Catholic 
officials, have harrassed Protestant Christian 
workers and their followers. Continuous efforts 
are being made in various ond appropriate ways to 
change this bad situation. 


~ CHRISTIAN NURTURE MUST FOLLOW EVANGELISM 
_ Evangelism alone is never enough among any 


people. Instruction in Christian living must al- 
_ ways follow and must be continued lest people never 


fully leave or turn back to old non-Christian ways. 


Irma Highbaugh’s Home and Family Life program under 
I.M.C. auspices, brings this fact to the light time 
and again. Writing from Indonesia in September 
1956, she tells of a group of leaders in a teach- 
ers’ training college who were trying to revive 
among Christians the old, animistic dances. 
Animism seems to lie just beneath the surface, 

and, even in some Christian homes, Dr. Highbaugh 


is led to believe, animistic practices are taught. 
The practices themselves are hard to get at. In 
the family life forums, the parents ask questions 
in such a way as to veil the point of real con- 
cern - what is really back of the question - 

but the implications are often clear enough. The 
bad situation is compounded by the introduction 
through western movies of other non-Christian pat- 
terns of life and thought. This new demonic force 
also often leads to juvenile delinquency. 


PERSONALIA 


Dr. Charles W. Ranson, General Secretary of the 
I.M.C., spent the fall months of 1956 as the leader 
of a theological educational survey team on the 
island of Madagascar. He has kept his friends ap- 
prised of this experience by sending to both London 
and New York what he has called Madagascar Diary. 
The various installments of this diary are avail- 
able upon request. As of December 1, Dr. Ranson 
is back in the London office. Dr. George W. 
Carpenter took up his work as a secretary of the 
I.M.C. on December 1. A publicity release has been 
made recounting Dr. Carpenter’s previous service as 
an American Baptist missionary in the Belgian 
Congo, as educational secretary of the Congo Prot- 
estant Council, as managing director of the Coun- 
cil’'s bookshop and press in Leopoldville, and from 
April 1, 1953 to November 30, 1956 as executive 
secretary of the Africa Committee of the Division 
of Foreign Missions of the National Council of 
Churches. Dr. John W. Decker, a secretary of the 
I.M.C. since 1943, has agreed to continue his usual 
services to the Council beyond normal retirement 
time and through the whole of 1957. Administrative 
Assistant Freda M. Dearing, who works alternately 
in the London and New York offices of the I.M.C., 
is now recovering from major surgery. She expects 
to return to her work again around the first of 
the new year. 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. Charles W. Ranson is 
the General Secretary. 


It appears four times a year —- March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 


others. There is no subscription rate. 
If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 
Secretary of the Council and Editor of the 
Newsletter. 


"significance in another world of faith, whose trus- 
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BOOK NOTICES 


The Call of the Minaret, by Kenneth Cragg; 
Oxford Univ. Press; N.Y.; $6.25. An objective, 
appreciative appraisal of Islam by one so intel- 
ligently alive and committed to his own Christian 
faith as to be able to make both penetrating and 
fair judgments of the faith of the prophet, 
Mohammad. The world of those who respond to the 
call of the minaret is, the author believes, one 
"which deserves to be penetrated with understand- | 
ing and for which, as we believe, there is endless § 


tees we are and whose interpreters we would 
become." 


GLADLY DEPENDENT 


Independence in the sense of self-sufficiency 
is an almost universal human goal. Fortunately, 
however, it is an unattainable goal, for no one 
lives unto himself alone and no one dies unto him- § 
self alone. God has seen to that because He } 
knows that real life can be experienced only in 
community and mutual interdependence. Accord- 
ingly, the I.M.C. glories in its dependence on 
many friends in many places for its continued 
existence. It would not be better off if it were 
heavily endowed. It would be worse off; it would 
be poorer for all its wealth if it did not have 
friends whose interest, prayers, and gifts - 
small gifts as well as large - make its work pos- 
sible. We are, therefore, gladly dependent on 
our friends, one and all. 
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